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Barack & Roll!
THE STENTOR
NBA boasts 
international stars, 
takes risks
SPORTS > Page 8
Student election 
“blogs” create a new 
take on election
 ARTS & LEISURE > Page 4
The families of President-elect Barack Obama and Vice President-elect Joe Biden converge on the 
stage at Grant Park Tuesday night.
Photo by Yossi May - Indiana Daily Student
Illinois Senator Obama celebrates Presidential victory in Chicago’s Grant Park
See Events on page three
Observations from 
Grant Park
Comments overheard from the audience and media at 
Obama’s Grant Park election night rally were the best 
way to gauge emotions.
Prior to entering, the line, which stretched down 
Michigan Avenue, ignited with energy, as headlines 
such as Obama’s Ohio victory spread like a chain 
reaction within seconds.
Other characters filled the streets. “Praise Obama, 
Obama is my Lord,” shouted one vocal individual 
from atop a concrete wall. Meanwhile, cars traveling 
down the street blasted talk radio programs out their 
windows. “Obama had better win Illinois – how pa-
thetic could our state get,” mentioned one pessimistic 
radio host.
 
Some of the more dismal quotes on CNN, at least to 
the McCain supporters, brought cheers to the crowd 
at the Hutchinson Field: McCain’s chance at presi-
dency “looks exceedingly grim,” said one CNN an-
chor as the night wore on and more and more states 
turned blue.  Later on, a victory for the Republican 
was labeled “almost impossible” by a CNN corre-
spondent.
Once Obama’s victory was confirmed, the reactions 
of every type of supporter showed the variance in 
his following.  The crowds reacted fervently.  Some 
reacted bizarrely. “What’s better than cigarettes?” 
asked one man. “Obama!”
“He brings us together, brings us together man,” said 
a Chicagoan in a White Sox hat.
The unspoken words carried inspiration as well.  
Vendors along Michigan Avenue sold their fare be-
fore, during, and after the event.  T-shirts proclaimed 
“Oh Yes We Did,” in response to the “Yes We Can” 
campaign, and banners waved sensational messages 
such as “Happy Days Are Here Again.” Even oth-
ers alluded to the civil rights movement, stating “We 
Have Overcome.”
 - Observations transcribed by Katherine Lymn ‘12
KATHRYN APPELHANS
MANAGING EDITOR
manager@lakeforest.edu
Thirty miles north of Barack 
Obama’s historic election-
night rally, students at Lake 
Forest College watched election 
coverage on a projector screen 
in the Mohr Student Center. 
The event was hosted by United 
Black Association (UBA) while 
other students watched the 
election numbers roll in live in 
the Deerpath Lounge, which was 
reserved by the Politics 224 class. 
Despite successful election events 
and debate-watching parties on 
campus since January, there were 
not many more students publicly 
watching the Presidential 
Election on campus than there 
were when an event was held for 
Monday Night Football in the 
Student Center.
Although the reason for the 
lack of students at the several 
events on campus is up for 
debate, senior Molly Auer offered 
her theory in the Mohr Student 
Center.  “I’m not doing anything 
in particular tonight, but I know 
a lot of people on campus are 
going downtown.”
The Lake Forest Metra Station 
boarding the 4:24pm train into 
Chicago nearly filled the train 
on Election Day.  The students 
present either had tickets to the 
event in Grant Park or were going 
Photo by Kathryn Appelhans
Members of the Lake Forest College Dance Team celebrate after learning of Obama’s victory.
Election night events on campus 
draw small-but-devoted crowd
to try to get as close to the event 
as possible without tickets. 
Sophomore Chase Cook took 
a break from his politics class, 
which was watching the election 
coverage in Deerpath Hall, to 
share his view.  “I understand 
the purpose of going to rally or 
protest…but going downtown 
without a ticket will still only let 
you watch the event on a large 
television. You can see much 
more on CNN,” he said. “It is 
cool to be a part of something 
bigger, but voting is the most 
important way to participate.”
Sophomore Graham Ives said 
about students going to Grant 
Park, “I wish I could go down 
to Grant Park to see the speech, 
because it will be awesome if 
Obama wins…and there will be 
a riot if he loses.”
To defend the low attendance 
of events on campus, junior 
Elizabeth Brobeck offered an 
explanation similar to Auer’s. 
When asked about the poor turn-
out in the Student Center, she 
replied, “It would be cool to have 
more people interested in what is 
going on, but they might be doing 
it in their own room.”
Sophomore Ryann Freeman, 
who joined the politics class to 
watch the election, said, “I just 
did not want to watch it in my 
room by myself, and I didn’t 
want to go downtown.”
Photo by Katherine Lymn
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“We did it!” screamed a 
female staffer at the TV One 
booth on Tuesday night in 
Chicago’s Grant Park, where the 
television network that appeals 
to an African American audience 
hosted live coverage. “Who’s 
your president!” screamed one 
of the anchors, who subsequently 
danced in his seat to Stevie 
Wonder’s “Signed, Sealed, 
Delivered.”
The historic 2008 Presidential 
Election ended Tuesday night at 
Hutchinson Field in Chicago’s 
Grant Park where Democratic 
presidential candidate Barack 
Obama concluded his run for 
the White House with a victory 
speech. The Stentor sent six staff 
members to cover the historic 
event.
Just before 10 p.m. Central, 
the crowd in Hutchinson Field 
went wild over the news that 
Obama had won the Electoral 
College votes in the state of 
Virginia. Almost immediately 
after, CNN, the network televised 
throughout the venue, called 
the election and pronounced 
the Illinois Senator the 44th 
president of the United States. 
The announcement electrified 
the crowd, as supporters cheered 
and waved flags while reporters 
raced to position themselves for 
the best possible camera shots of 
the President-elect.
The crowd, estimated at 
125,000 people by the Chicago 
Tribune, was split into two 
distinct groups: a ticketed 
group of 70,000, who received 
complimentary tickets by 
responding first to an e-mail, and 
a separate, un-ticketed crowd who 
viewed the speech on screens in 
a neighboring Grant Park field. 
Crowds began arriving at the 
event early Tuesday morning, but 
the majority of onlookers arrived 
long before the announced start 
time of 8:30 p.m. – only to face 
massive lines.
“That’s crazy-go-nuts,” said 
Rebecca Zygmuntowicz, 24, after 
hearing about the line for ticketed 
attendees, which stretched many 
blocks around Millenium Park 
and Grant Park. The Chicago 
resident checked out the line at 
5:30 p.m., chose to get in the line 
at 7:30, and waited only 15 to 20 
minutes to get inside the rally 
venue.
Zygmuntowicz became a 
supporter of the President-elect 
during his 2004 run for the U.S. 
Senate, and was confident that 
Obama would emerge victorious 
by the end of the night.
“I thought, this guy’s going 
to be president,” she said. “I’m 
thrilled to be here tonight and 
excited to see the landslide 
victories in Pennsylvania and 
Ohio.”
Given Obama’s support from 
See Obama on page two
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poll results
How are you planning to get your 
textbooks for next semester?
musical acts such as Jay-Z and Jimmy 
Buffett, many anticipated Obama’s 
Election Night event to feature live 
entertainment, but large screens 
throughout Hutchinson Field instead 
were tuned to CNN, where Wolf Blitzer 
anchored election analysis. During 
commercial breaks, the screens displayed 
Obama’s campaign logo, while upbeat 
pop songs, such as Natasha Bedingfield’s 
“Unwritten,” played.
But before Obama was to deliver 
an acceptance speech, CNN televised 
Republican candidate John McCain’s 
concession speech at 10:15 p.m. 
Central.
“The American people have spoken, 
and they have spoken clearly,” said 
McCain in his address. “We have come 
to the end of a long journey… Senator 
Obama has achieved a great thing for 
himself and for his country.”
“Today, I was a candidate for the 
highest office in the country I love so 
much,” he stated. “And tonight, I remain 
her servant… Americans never quit. We 
never surrender. We never hide from 
history, we make history.”
Following McCain’s concession 
speech, the screens began showing shots 
of the audience as the crowd awaited 
Obama’s arrival on-stage. Staple songs 
for Obama’s rallies, including “Signed, 
Sealed, Delivered,” Brooks & Dunn’s 
“Only in America,” a cover of Sweet 
Home Chicago, and Jackie Wilson’s 
“Higher and Higher” played, but 
one media photographer questioned 
whether a certain song was missing. 
Yossi May, who works with the Indiana 
Daily Student, concluded that 2Pac’s 
“Changes” may have been the perfect 
tune to play last night, considering the 
10-year old song’s lyric “We ain’t ready, 
to see a black president.”
“These are the times I curse my 
parents’ short genes,” May quipped, as 
he moved his camera around to secure a 
good view of the main podium.
In his speech, which he delivered after 
he arrived on stage at 10:57 p.m., Obama 
emphasized the change that had occurred 
and the change that will continue to come 
through hard work, encouragement, and 
belief in our nation’s future.
“If there is anyone out there who still 
doubts that America is a place where all 
things are possible; who still wonders if 
the dream of our founders is alive in our 
time; who still questions the power of 
our democracy, tonight is your answer,” 
began his speech, which focused on 
the excitement of the win but also the 
country’s urgent situation.
“For even as we celebrate tonight, we 
know the challenges that tomorrow will 
bring are the greatest of our lifetime – two 
wars, a planet in peril, the forest financial 
crisis in a century,” said Obama.
Obama shared the story of Ann Nixon 
Cooper, a 106-year old African American 
resident of Atlanta born a generation after 
slavery. He contrasted the differences 
between the era of Cooper’s birth and 
the freedoms and technologies we have 
today.
“If my daughters should be so lucky to 
live as long as Ann Nixon Cooper, what 
change will they see? What progress will 
we have made?”
Behind the scenes, the media filled 
a closed-off area in front of and to the 
right of the stage. Between getting 
crowd input and filming segments, many 
reporters grabbed seats on the bleachers 
to watch CNN and get in contact with 
their bosses while typing the latest 
crowd quotes and election details on 
their laptops. Networks from around 
the world were in attendance, ranging 
from Quad Cities television stations to 
C-SPAN to reporters from Chile’s Canal 
13 network.
The international flavor also extended 
into the audience. Swann Ilicqua, 
a French citizen currently living in 
Chicago, shared his enthusiasm about the 
President-elect following the speech. 
“It’s really exciting,” he said. “I hope 
it will change things [on the international 
stage]. Inside the U.S., it will probably 
change things as well.”
Maureen Forte, an African-American 
rally attendee said, “One hundred and 
forty three years ago, we were picking 
cotton, now we’re picking presidents.”
The slogan, “Yes We Can,” which 
began while Obama was running in the 
primary election in January 2008, was 
repeated in his victory speech tonight. 
While the crowd chanted the phrase 
several times throughout the rally, “Yes 
We Did,” “We Have Overcome,” and 
“Happy Days Are Here Again” were 
also heard throughout the night. 
Continued from the Front Page
Obama: Illinois Senator wins 
Presidential election 
Obama supporters thrilled 
with Presidential victory
KYLE P, MEREDITH
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
editor@lakeforest.edu
Supporters of Barack Obama -- many 
from Chicago and its suburbs, and oth-
ers from all around the world -- gathered 
in Chicago’s Grant Park Tuesday night 
to watch the election and eventually cel-
ebrate his victory.
One woman, a student at Columbia 
University in New York, claimed to 
have purposefully missed a flight from 
Chicago to New York in order to see the 
speech. “My friend’s neighbor gave him 
two tickets this morning; I couldn’t say 
no.”
The mood in the crowd was optimis-
tic throughout the night, cheering loudly 
as states fell into the Obama column. 
Occasional booing and off-color com-
ments could be heard when John Mc-
Cain picked up a state, but the crowd 
maintained order. 
When major news outlets announced 
around 10 pm that Obama was the pro-
jected winner of the election, the crowd 
went wild. Some cheered and danced 
with each other, while others openly 
wept. 
“I am very excited,” said Maureen 
Forte, a Chicago Public Schools teacher 
from East Hazel Crest, through a steady 
stream of tears. “I am so excited. It’s go-
ing to open up new doors on race rela-
tions, and it’ll shift the view of young 
people from ‘What I can’t do’ to ‘What I 
can do.’ This is history!”
Forte was at the event with her brother 
Willis, who also had been with her dur-
ing the historic election of Harold Wash-
ington, the first African American mayor 
of Chicago. “It seems like we’re always 
together for historical events.”
Forte teaches English-as-a-Second-
Language classes in a primarily Hispan-
ic neighborhood. Her class held a mock 
election earlier in the day, with Barack 
Obama emerging as the winner.  The 
young students said that they were look-
ing for a change, according to Forte.
Janice Strong, a native Chicagoan, 
was ecstatic about the victory. She vol-
unteered for Obama in the weeks pre-
ceding the election. “He’s going 
to keep us working,” said Strong of the 
President-elect. “I look forward to the 
challenge.”
Many at the event looked forward to 
changes that they believe will occur un-
der the Obama Administration.
“He’ll bring the troops home, and 
soon,” said Strong. “He will live up to 
his promises and connect the divide be-
tween Americans.”
Richard Wright, a lifelong Illinoisan, 
believes that Obama will make the polit-
ical system more accessible to all Amer-
icans. “He’s the first President to know 
the needs of the people, because he is of 
and from the people,” said Wright. “He 
understands us, and he’ll help us with 
housing and healthcare, and make the 
American dream possible for more than 
just the top 10%.”
“The biggest change will be equality 
for the people who haven’t been given a 
chance,” said Phillip Cowley, a 27 year-
old Chicagoan who believes the biggest 
changes will be economic. “Obama will 
help the middle class, and this will have 
a trickle-down effect for everyone.”
Lawrence, from Rockford who de-
clined to provide his last name, agreed 
with Cowley, saying that the economy 
is the immediate issue. However, Law-
rence also believes that the Obama Ad-
ministration will address many other 
issues.
“I think a lot of people have forgot-
ten about bringing our troops home, but 
he will,” said Lawrence. “And you can’t 
forget, he’s the first black president. He 
has raised the bar for everybody. Every 
black man has a new standard, and we 
know that we have the power.”
Improved race relations was a com-
mon hope for those in the crowd. 
“There’s no more color,” said Barbara 
from Arlington Heights, Illinois. “We can 
unite black and white; we came together 
tonight. Barack has given us hope that 
people of all colors can make changes in 
themselves. With this, and with God in 
your life, you can do anything.”
Barbara also reflected on changes in 
her lifetime. “When I was younger, we 
couldn’t even go into the restaurants 
we wanted,” she said. “We blacks have 
come a long way as a people, and so 
have whites.”
“He’s offering more than hope,” 
added Chemica Brown, 29, of Chicago. 
“He’s offering real change for the disen-
franchised, and he’s binding our country 
together.”
Darren Spires, of Chicago, took a 
more metaphysical view of the elec-
tion. “This past administration broke our 
country’s soul,” he said. “We have come 
together, and there will be a restoration 
of our country’s spirit.”
Jill Weitz, 30, also of Chicago, agreed. 
“The change is not just of the adminis-
tration,” said Weitz. “It’s a change with 
the spirit of the people.”
KATHERINE LYMN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
news@lakeforest.edu
Beach balls and balloons bounced 
around the 70,000 person crowd in 
Hutchinson Field in Grant Park Tuesday 
night as Obama supporters awaited news 
of the election outcome.  Six spotlights 
shined upward from the stage as crowds 
anxiously watched in anticipation for 
Obama’s arrival.
The supporters tracked significant 
races and watched CNN on a big screen 
TV at the right of the stage, as they 
waited for Obama’s speech at 11:00 PM. 
CNN predicted his win at 10:00 PM.
The crowd enthusiastically cheered 
with each state Obama captured.  Each 
time CNN told the audience that it was 
about to announce another projection, 
the crowd silenced in anticipation.
Attendees were eager and hopeful, 
even while they waited in the mile-long 
line to get into Hutchinson Field.  News 
of Obama’s Ohio win passed through the 
line, group to group, with intermittent 
cheers erupting along the line.
“I’ve never seen anything like this,” 
said Daily Herald reporter Ted Cox. 
“Obama generated a lot of passion not 
normally seen in politics.” 
The passion was palpable, with the 
crowd waving ten oversized American 
flags. Many skipped work just to come 
to the event.  The Democratic National 
Committee had planned to open the 
doors at 8:30 p.m., but the committee 
allowed supporters into the park at 6:00 
after the lines around the park on Michi-
gan Avenue grew to over a mile long.
“They’re very organized so every-
thing went very smoothly,” including the 
security checks, said Nicole Kuchera, a 
woman in the crowd. No matter whether 
supporters came in the early afternoon 
or arrived at the last minute, the senti-
ments and confidence were constant, 
said Kuchera: “We’re all here for the 
same reason.”
Grant Park Election Night crowd 
stands by as results come in
Photo by Justin Tardiff
The ticketed admission area at Grant Park in Chicago, as seen from the press 
bleachers.
Photo by Katherine Lymn
Streets were flooded with police officers after the rally ended, but the passive crowd 
left no work for these officers to do.
Photo by Katherine Lymn
Clockwise from left: Stentor reporters Katherine Lymn, John TerMaat, Leah Scull, 
Justin Tardiff, and Ally Bain smile after being admitted to the press area on Elec-
tion Night.
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The following are a selection of reports to Lake Forest 
College’s Public Safety office between the dates of 
Wednesday, Oct. 29 and Tuesday, Nov. 4.
To report a crime, dial (847) 735-5555, or use the 
anonymous crime reporting page on the Public Safety 
webpage at www.lakeforest.edu.
On Oct. 31 at 2:19 a.m., Public Safety reported to Roberts Hall 
on South Campus to investigate a physical altercation of simple 
battery involving hands, fists, and feet. No arrest was made in 
the situation.
On Oct. 31 at 2:20 p.m., Public Safety reported to the Facilities 
Management building on Middle Campus to investigate a case 
of burglary. By means of unlawful entry, a leaf blower was 
reported as stolen. The case is under investigation.
On Nov. 1 at 1:58 a.m., Public Safety reported to Roberts Hall 
on South Campus to address a verbal dispute between students. 
The situation was cleared, with no further action by the 
Department of Public Safety required.
On Nov. 2 at 1:54 a.m., Public Safety reported to the Mohr 
Student Center on Middle Campus, where a student reported 
property as taken while at an All-Campus Party. The case was 
closed pending additional information.
On Nov. 2 at 2:05 a.m., Public Safety reported to the Mohr 
Student Center on Middle Campus, where a student reported 
a wallet as taken while at an All-Campus Party. The case was 
closed pending additional information.
On Nov. 3 at 5:28 p.m., Public Safety reported to Deerpath Hall 
on North Campus, where a bicycle was reported as stolen. No 
further details were available at press time.
CampusWatch
RUMOR: You and Lake Forest College President Steve Schutt 
dressed up for the Nov. 1 Halloween-themed All-Campus Party 
as hippies.
 
FACT: No comment.
Do you have a rumor for Dean Tyler to unravel? E-mail 
news@lakeforest.edu and let us know!
Presidential panel highlights 
abilities of faculty, staff
KRISTIN KOJZAREK
ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR
kojzaks@lakeforest.edu
Sponsored by The John and Christine 
Gates Center for Leadership and Personal 
Growth, a panel of three Lake Forest 
College professors offered non-partisan 
political information to over 100 people 
in the Lily Reid Holt Memorial Chapel 
on the evening of Oct. 29.  Siobhan 
Moroney, professor of politics, Linda 
Horowitz, professor of communications 
and Carrie 
N o r d l u n d , 
professor of 
politics, provided 
students, many who 
will be voting for 
the first time this 
year, with political 
p e r s p e c t i v e 
in a dialogue 
entitled, “The 
U.S. Presidential 
Election 2008: 
What’s at Stake?”
Although the 
panel agreed that 
what is at stake 
in this election 
is essentially the 
same as what is 
at stake in every 
other presidential 
election, this 
year’s presidential 
candidates Barack 
Obama and John 
McCain, are inviting voters to make a 
choice between experience and change, 
in an election climate that is different 
from recent ones.  
“In the past, the Republican Party was 
always very organized…yet, this year 
the Democratic Party is highly organized 
and the Republicans are having issues 
holding it all together,” Moroney said. 
“[Another surprise] is that historically, it 
has not been considered a good campaign 
strategy to bring in new voters, yet this 
year it is an approach that is working for 
the Obama campaign,” Moroney added.
Obama has used the internet and 
other forms of modern communication 
to reach youth and appears to have a 
monopoly on 18-24 year old voters, as 
polls show that two out of every three 
young voters claim that they will vote 
for Obama.
“Obama is very dependent on the 
youth vote and if those votes do not 
show up we will have an electoral map 
that looks very different,” Nordlund 
said.  The possibility that Obama may 
not have a lock on the youth vote due 
to factors such as the Bradley Effect 
is a fear that some Democrats have. 
Nordlund described the Bradley Effect 
as the case in which white voters claim 
they will vote for a black candidate but 
change their mind in the voting booth 
and choose a white candidate instead. 
“The psychological factors are huge,” 
Nordlund said.  However, the discussion 
of the Bradley Effect in the media would 
most likely assist the Democratic Party. 
“[The Bradley Effect] allows the media 
to talk about race without mentioning 
race,” Nordlund said.
On the other hand, this election 
makes the argument that gender itself is 
important voting-wise, yet not in regard 
to making changes for women through 
policies.  “Our media is a reflection of 
our country and our country is a sexist 
place,” Horowitz said.
McCain’s party is using traditional 
campaigning tactics based around his 
claim of being a more experienced 
candidate. Although, according to 
Nordlund, he is not making strong 
connections with Evangelical voters, 
his Vice Presidential candidate, Sarah 
Palin, is motivating faith-based voters 
with her views on social issues.  Palin 
has also changed the assumption that 
the choice for 
Vice Presidential 
candidate does 
not matter.
“Who you 
choose for your 
VP demonstrates 
your leadership 
style,” Horowitz 
said. “We 
are choosing 
between a servant 
leadership style, 
represented by 
McCain and a 
transformational 
leadership style, 
r e p r e s e n t e d 
by Obama,” 
H o r o w i t z 
added. The 
servant leader 
is motivated by 
principles and 
believes in self-
sacrifice for the 
good of society.  The transformational 
leader is interested in new ideas and 
inspires others to see themselves as 
capable of social change.
Obama and McCain’s approach 
differs also in the way they implement 
emotional appeals, said Horowitz. 
“It is fear versus hope, or as Aristotle 
would put it, fear versus confidence.” 
In order to use fear to persuade voters, 
candidates make people feel that they 
are endangered. McCain does this by 
saying Obama lacks experience.  “They 
have different styles but they are both 
equally hard-hitting,” Moroney said.
Photo by Kathryn Appelhans
The Gates Center Presidential Panel was held in Lily Reid Holt Memorial Chapel.
Events: Students on campus 
commemorate election too
Besides the Mohr Student Center, 
students had several other election 
viewing options.  The Politics suite in 
Deerpath, POLS 224, UBA, and Harlan 
Hall all hosted Presidential Election 
events on campus.  Still, attendance 
remained somewhat stagnant.
Senior Jemia Cunningham spoke 
about UBA’s 
planned event. 
“It helps bring 
us together. 
This is history, 
not just for the 
country, but 
for the history 
and future of 
black people…
We went from 
slavery to a 
president! It’s 
so exciting.”
A n o t h e r 
potential issue 
for sub-par 
attendance at 
the campus-
wide election 
night events 
could be poor 
a d v e r t i s i n g . 
When asked 
about seeing 
a d v e r t i z i n g , 
student Ives 
commented, “Was there publicity for 
this?” 
Molly Auer had a similar response. 
“I came to the student center because 
I knew they would be showing [the 
election].  A more organized watching 
of results and more advertising would be 
awesome.”
Cook, a politics major, explained 
that some people view elections as a 
private event. “Elections are a personal 
thing, at least for me, so I think that a 
lot of people aren’t motivated to have 
an “Election ACP.” He continued, “It’s 
awkward to be with hundreds of people 
watching CNN or MSNBC.”
No matter the reason for poor 
attendance, Cook, along with sophomore 
Evan Piermont, agreed that the people of 
America seem to be less worried about 
the election and more interested in the 
trends surrounding them.  They began a 
conversation about the sudden growth 
in students devoting their Facebook 
statuses to voting.  Piermont asked, 
“How many of them actually voted? “He 
continued, “You should vote because 
you want change, because you want to 
enact something. People shouldn’t rub 
it in your face [if they vote or who they 
vote for].”
Cook said, “It’s become trite…
if you have that much time to change 
your Facebook status, I hope you are 
doing something, like volunteering 
for a candidate. Or are you just being 
trendy?”  
Piermont added to Cook’s argument. 
“It’s trendy to care about a candidate for 
two months. It culminates with wearing 
a cool t-shirt for one day. Do you really 
care?” Cook finished, “Or do you want to 
buy the t-shirt from Urban Outfitters?”
Cook also added, “I feel like people 
are more likely to click a link than drive 
to a polling place or get an absentee 
ballot.” 
Cook and Piermont’s professor, 
S i o b h a n 
Moroney, had 
very different 
views about the 
new generation 
of voters in this 
election.  She 
c o m m e n t e d 
on why this 
g e n e r a t i o n 
seems more 
adamant than 
others to tell 
their peers to 
vote. “I think 
that this is a 
g e n e r a t i o n 
that feels 
empowered…
People listen 
when they 
talk.”
She added, 
“So they’re 
much more 
a g g r e s s i v e 
about making 
their voices 
hear in the political realm, too.”
Moroney also commented on the 
resources available to students through 
the election process. 
“There are adequate resources 
available [to students on campus]. There 
have been various panels and debates,” 
she said.  Moroney spoke for a panel 
about the election back in January 2008. 
“There are specific courses students 
can take [to take] advantage of the 
election. Carol Gayle registers voters 
every year…” She added, “This is an 
exciting time to be a new voter.”
Continued from the Front Page
Photo by Kathryn Appelhans
Students from Siobhan Moroney’s POLS 224 class watch the election results roll in.
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  	 Reflection	upon	the	Election
The left column houses a Democratic blog of Tuesday Nov, 6 2008’s historic events. The right column contains the Republican interpretation of similar events. This project attempts to help describe the           
reactions of the different parties as they are represented on campus. 
ANDREW VAN HERIK
STAFF WRITER
vanheah@lakeforest.edu
8:30-I awake from dreams of cack-
ling Sarah Palins and lumbering John 
McCains. The Obamic urge to hope and 
the Democratic urge to doubt until the 
last vote is cast battle in my gut. I remind 
myself that many hours remain before 
the first poll’s closing, and proceed with 
my day, calm, at least for now. 
9:32-I overhear some talk of election 
parties in class. I can’t really recall the 
atmosphere change from the 2004 elec-
tion, but the general interest seems pret-
ty high. I’m annoyed that we couldn’t 
just have a democracy recognition day 
without the whole classes bit. I suppose 
it has something to do with that silly 
“future” thing.
12:10-They’re not everywhere, but 
there are many vote buttons and politi-
cal t-shirts flitting around the cafeteria. I 
feel guilty that I forgot about my “vote.” 
button at the bottom of my backpack. I 
will lament the crucial few votes that 
will be lost from Illinois’ tally, putting 
Obama’s win at a mere sixty-four per-
cent instead of the better looking sixty-
five. 
12:57-Errant talk reaches my ears 
of classmates, ranging from generally 
uninterested to constant contributors, 
pursuing or reflecting upon voting. It’s 
all about voting, not who was voted for, 
which makes me glad for democracy as 
long as those were votes on issues and 
not which candidate would be more fun 
drunk (McCain would likely break a 
few heads, Obama may just proselytize 
a little more forcefully, perhaps actually 
flubbing a word here and there). 
3:02-Sarah Palin is used as an exam-
ple in my philosophy class. Hopefully 
she will be little more than an intellec-
tual curiosity forever more. 
4:33-Watching CNNs coverage, I 
couldn’t care less about exit polls. The 
economy is a big issue? CNN: clips and 
a table talk. Fox: Talking heads, unex-
plained statistics on the bottom. 42% 
think Obama’s too liberal? Thanks, Fox. 
PBS has a cartoon show. MSNBC has a 
useful if distracting state by state analy-
sis side panel. The media circus has be-
gun. 
4:42-I’m sticking with CNN. Liberal 
bias, but a little less blatant than MSN-
BC, just as I like it. Maybe I’ll switch 
to Fox if Obama is rolling. James Car-
ville still looks like a lizard man with a 
southern twinge. On my laptop, I have 
fivethirtyeight.com up, which I have 
been following religiously for weeks. 
I know the polls will be off somewhat, 
but the 1.1% chance McCain will win 
right now makes me happy, so call it 
self-fulfillment.  
4:55-According to CNN footage, Pa-
lin has Santa on her side. Luckily, Chi-
cago voting is not nationwide, so tod-
dlers can’t vote in most places. 
5:00-First polls are closed, and the 
waiting begins. Wolf Blitzer hasn’t sat 
down in decades. His legs are like tree 
trunks, yet surprisingly limber. 6% say 
the economy is good/excellent? Exit 
polls are usually worthless, but those 
6% need to compete in a bullet catching 
competition, bullets shot from an M40. 
5:10-Heather has suggested, and I 
have assented, to switch between Fox 
and CNN. Fox is focusing on trooper-
gate and Sarah Palin, which seems a lit-
tle myopic to me. I wish comparatively 
little things like that had an effect, but 
as it is I doubt anyone cares when their 
house and lifestyle are on the line. Karl 
Rove is hot like a butter filled donut. His 
insight on how to cheat the system is al-
ways fascinating.
5:22-Numbers! McCain is ahead 
in Kentucky right now. No one cares. 
Gimme some Indy!
6:16-Hologram technology! What 
the…? Wolf Blitzer=Darth Vader? 
Also, results coming in from Indiana 
and Florida lean toward McCain, mak-
ing me wary of a long night.  
(Matt Leonard takes over)
6:46-The Obama crowd in Grant 
Park just overcame CNN’s field re-
porter.  She is awaiting a more power-
ful microphone, and only then can she 
be ‘hologramed’ into the CNN election 
center
6:54-The next wave of states are 
about to close.  Wolf is passing the torch 
to Campbell Brown and the man at the 
huge, interactive, youtube-esque televi-
sion.  Gary, Indiana hasn’t been counted, 
so that state is still in the air.
7:06-Megyn of FOX News is show-
ing off her networks interactive election 
TV, with a live feed from the somewhat 
reticent McCain headquarters.
7:11-The newly invigorated crowd is 
chanting with gusto in Grant Park, while 
the Phoenix Boys Choir sings a solemn 
hymn at McCain Headquarters.
7:21-Dorris, a presidential histo-
rian, claims that this election has been 
extremely tame in a historical sense.  I 
guess that ‘presidential jingles’ are a 
thing of the past… Too bad.
7:32-New England is being washed 
blue.
(Back to Andrew)
7:37-OK, Matt’s pinch hitting is 
over. The fun guy is back. Florida’s 
looking like it might go blue. Obama 
could probably win without it, but I’m 
just happy about it for the sake of sweet 
revenge. 
7:39-Projection on CNN: Obama 
wins PA. Based on 538, McCain would 
have no chance were that true. If he’s 
right, then this night just got a lot eas-
ier. 
7:42-Fox projects that Chambliss 
wins for senate, removing one anti-fil-
ibuster vote from the senate. Democrats 
will win the senate, but there’s not too 
much change they’ll get the 60-40 split. 
7:49-First mention of an Obama vic-
tory by David Gergen on CNN. Sounds 
like the Obama campaign had a great 
get out the vote strategy.
7:58-Brit Hume seems humorless 
and wooden, but I think that’s just him. 
Fox has Obama with 180 electoral votes, 
CNN at 174. The train keeps on rolling. 
8:04-51 Democratic senators now, so 
the house and senate are set. If Obama 
wins, a Democratic country it is. It’ll 
be fascinating to see how the country 
changes, then. Democrats like me ex-
pect everything to improve, but can’t 
be shattered if things don’t work all the 
time. Republicans, hopefully, will lose 
with honor. In that case, we can find 
some peace in this partisanship. 
8:10-Little math for you: Obama 
has around 180 electoral votes based 
on most projections. He will win: CA, 
OR, WA, and NM, a combined 78 votes. 
That’s 258. With IN, FL, or OH (Obama 
has an 18% lead there now), he will win. 
If he wins CO and, say, VA, he can win 
that way, too. Even if he gets NV and 
CO, he’ll win. The chances are running 
out for McCain. 
8:19-McConnell wins Kentucky 
Senate seat according to CNN. I didn’t 
really expect a non-filibuster state, but 
still disappointing. It’s funny and sad 
that I care at all about something that 
made little headway in my life before 
this. Side Note: CNN’s projection noise 
sounds like the introduction of a Roman 
emperor. We should be careful about 
that if we wanna avoid the whole fall of 
empire stuff. 
8:24-Hank Williams is rocking for 
the Mac crew. I dunno if that whole 
southern country image will survive 
if Obama wins states like Virginia and 
grabs the rural people based on a lack 
of faith in conservative economics. The 
whole church-loving image could ei-
ther grow stronger in this adversity, or 
it could transition into a new party line. 
This country will be going through a lot 
of changes no matter what happens. If 
the Republican base identifies itself as 
evangelical, white, and for all the social 
conservative issues it has always stood 
for, it may appear behind the times 
when a black progressive president is 
rewriting American democracy. 
8:38-Ohio is projected for Obama. 
Remember what I said earlier? Obama 
has this locked. Confidence is not what 
we Democrats do, but I’m feeling plen-
ty of it right now. Apparently, McCain’s 
base isn’t getting a news feed to the 
crowd, so the crowd doesn’t know that 
Armageddon has come. Blissful igno-
rance. 
8:41-Using the magic map, CNN is 
demonstrating that McCain is at 259 if 
he goes perfect in every possible state. 
266 if he wins Iowa. This is over, and 
that gave me little jumps of shaden-
freude joy. Am I bad person? Probably. 
9:00-I have made the executive de-
cision to switch to Comedy Central. 
Obama has it, and I’ll go back during 
commercial breaks. Live! Colbert and 
Stewart. I cannot repeat the title, due to 
its epic length, but it is amazing. On the 
serious side, the Comedy Central team 
has defined this election for many, and 
it probably has insane ratings right now. 
Democracy is being able to make fun 
of everyone, and this is better than any 
election center. 
9:07-A wonderful schtick, I think. 
Colbert plays GOP well, and Stewart is 
not hiding his joy. The crowd is a little 
biased. Back on CNN, lotta less inter-
esting talking, and Obama is ahead. I 
bet more people than me are switching 
to Comedy Central. 
9:16-I love John Oliver. I just do. 
9:23-A rhino just shot a lazered gold-
en helmet onto Obama’s head. That was 
unexpected. 
9:35-I’m taking over-under bets on 
when it’s called for Obama. Caroline 
10:10. John 11:30. Heather 10:23. Katie 
10:15. Matt 11:11. Me 10:35. Winner 
gets a dollar from each person. 
9:53-In all the celebrating, I forgot 
about Kirk and Seals. Looks like Kirk 
has it. Guess you can’t win ‘em all. At 
least he’ll be pressured to lean moderate 
in this Democratic age. Or he’ll be pres-
sured to be radical. This’ll be fun. 
9:59-“America is a show country, not 
a tell country”- John Stewart. His com-
edy is great, but he is ultimately a highly 
thoughtful and moving person. Colbert 
is head funny, not heart funny. 
10:01-Obama wins. Fox, CNN, NBC 
project it. Caroline gets five bucks, and 
we have a new president. We all win. 
I’m near tears. 
10:11-With a Democratic nation, we 
have a new way forward, a New Deal, 
and a new America. I do not pretend 
that Obama is a messiah, or that he will 
be perfect. But Obama will transform 
this country and the world into a better 
thing. He understands the marginalized, 
respects the differences among us, and 
represents what our constitution, our 
declaration, and our union stands for. 
These last months of Bush will seem 
endless, and I hope W. doesn’t have any 
final mistakes to make. 
10:18-Boos erupt as McCain con-
cedes. Before him stands a crowd who 
fears the new president, a monster he 
created, and now must tame. McCain 
speaks to the disappointment and the 
need to support and work for Obama. 
The crowd chants his name even as 
he admits his blame in this loss. Mc-
Cain is a decent man. He was warped 
by the base in this election, but his de-
cency came out in this speech. Sarah 
Palin sheds tears as the crowd cheers 
her. McCain refuses to regret anything 
he has done. The wounds still exist as 
he leaves the stage after a classy speech. 
McCain said what he needed to, but his 
campaign created such a rift that healing 
will take time and positive effort. 
11:00-President-Elect Barack Hus-
sein Obama takes the stage with his 
family and his joy is infectious. He 
harkens back to his 2004 speech on the 
unity in America. He thanks all those 
who churned this perfect storm. His 
rhetoric, quoting and generally channel-
ing Lincoln, soars. He appears a strong 
and able leader, calling on the power of 
our ideals, not our weapons. The story 
of a 106-year-old woman, who has lived 
through all eras of America, and will 
live through this next one, was earth 
shattering. Ours is a generation of cyni-
cism and sarcasm too often, but I think 
we will see a shift to a grander optimism 
and hope. I can only hope myself that 
actions will be as grand as words. 
HEATHER PUTMAN
CONTRIBUTOR
putmahj@lakeforest.edu
  5:08 pm: The first polls, Kentucky and 
Indiana, are closed. The news rooms are 
bedecked in their patriotic best. Wolf 
Blitzer and Brit Hume are posed with 
memos in hand, ready to give news that 
simply hasn’t happened yet. Let the 
meaningless filler chatter and gratuitous 
polling ensue. 
  5:09 pm: CNN reports that 61% of 
people polled believe taxes will rise 
under a McCain administration, while 
70% believe they would likely rise 
under Obama. As an avid listener of 
debates and speeches in this election, I 
wonder if I possibly missed a McCain 
proposi-
tion that 
would 
warrant a raise in taxes. I did hear men-
tion of Obama’s plans to expand social 
programs. And with a deficit like ours, I 
can only think of one source that could 
supply the money for those programs: 
the American taxpayer.  
  5:11 pm: CNN Situation Room FACT: 
“McCain to hold election night party at 
a hotel in Phoenix.” I want that place to 
look like a bunch of elephants partied 
by tomorrow morning. And only a 
couple of my friends found that funny. 
 
  5:15 pm: 24% of poll participants 
approve of the job Congress is doing?! 
My faith in humanity’s ability to reason, 
and to read a newspaper, is diminishing. 
FAST. 
  5:20 pm: According to CNN, “6% 
hold a positive view of the current 
economy.” Yes, because Wells Fargo 
and WaMu sold their entire enterprises, 
just for kicks. Ten people just burst out 
laughing when this flashed on screen. 
  5:21 pm: So far the most exciting 
thing I’ve seen is a preview for Quan-
tum of Solace. The possibility of seeing 
Daniel Craig shirtless again in just a 
few days might be the adrenaline rush 
I need to get through this monotonous 
night. 
  6:57 pm: An hour and a half later and 
so far three states have prematurely 
awarded their electoral votes to presi-
dential candidates. Kentucky and South 
Carolina go to McCain (surprise) and 
Vermont goes to Obama (again, sur-
prise. Wasn’t Vermont the home to that 
group of socialists who wished to move 
to Canada and form their own society, 
where law enforcement would be a 
public service performed by all citizens 
in turn? Yeah. I’m going with the exit 
polls for once and calling this one for 
Comrade Obama). 
  7:14 pm: Obama has a rally with mil-
lions of people in Grant Park; McCain 
has the Phoenix Boys’ Choir. What 
would I choose? Hmm, screaming 
versus singing, chaos versus order and 
tradition…
  7:16 pm: Okay, so is McCain’s choice 
of entertainment representative of his 
efforts to reach diverse demographics? 
Because we just had the Phoenix Boys’ 
Choir, and now Hank Williams Jr. takes 
the stage. (…?)
  7:28 pm: Viewing the continuous 
coverage of Obama’s rally makes me 
wonder what will happen if he loses…
will mass chaos ensue? Will rallying 
turn into rioting? Or will everyone just 
be really cranky and take four hours to 
get out of the city? Aw, who am I kid-
ding? - The bloke’s gonna win. A riot at 
this point is just wishful thinking. 
  7:47 pm: That hologram technology is 
SWEET. That is the second reference to 
Star Wars I’ve seen so far tonight. 
  7:50 pm: Honestly, Election Night is 
to technology what the Super Bowl is to 
commercials. To fill in the gaps between 
poll closings, Fox News spent four min-
utes 
dis-
cussing how 
the screen 
we see is 
really green (shocker!), and CNN was 
overly psyched about its new micro-
phones. 
  8:40 pm: Obama wins Ohio. Pro-
jected votes give Obama 190 electoral 
votes, and McCain 160. The rest are 
a toss-up. It’s difficult, but maybe our 
Maverick will work his wonders. Now, 
with charitable accommodations on the 
projection screen, McCain can get up 
to 266 electoral votes. So unless some 
miracle occurs in Hawaii or any of the 
West Coast states, it looks a little bleak. 
But to think he would lose by a short-
age of four votes? I’m not folding my 
hand just yet. 
  9:00 pm: I have sufficiently tired of 
CNN, Fox, etc. They can keep their 
polls. I’m putting my faith and espe-
cially my interest in Indecision 08, aka 
Vote Smackdown, No Mercy, Judgment 
Day 08 with Jon Stewart and Stephen 
Colbert. 
  9:07 pm: I hope McCain wins, just for 
Rosco’s sake! Poor cockatoo. Colbert’s 
really trying to avoid the bad news.
  9:46 pm: Commercials on Comedy 
Central mean a quick check up on the 
news, which reveals that Obama leads 
in projected electoral votes 220 to Mc-
Cain’s 138. And that’s without Califor-
nia. Well, Rush Limbaugh tried to see a 
glimmer of hope in a lot of battleground 
states, but it seems, at this point, that 
change is on the horizon. Dramatic 
change. All I can hope for now is that 
I’ll win my over-under bet for the news 
to call Obama the next President of the 
U.S. Come on, 10:23 pm!! 
  10:02 pm: Barack Obama is named the 
President-elect of the United States of 
America. Sigh. Well, even though my 
candidate didn’t win, I can honestly say 
that Obama did wonders for this nation 
by making so many people aware of 
politics and willing to vote. That should 
make any American happy, no matter 
what party you support. 
Photo Courtesy of www.thestranger.com
President-Elect Barack Obama outlines his message for 
the future to the crowd in Grant Park 
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As she stands in front 
of the Nollen Café cash 
register ready to take 
the next student’s order, 
Brenda Strickland, an Ar-
amark employee, greets 
the potential buyer with 
a smile and asks, “What 
can I get for you?” If she 
knows the student well 
enough, her eyes widen 
as she greets him or 
her with “Hey, honey!” 
Even when the lines are 
long and the hours pass, 
Strickland is known 
around South Campus 
for her calming voice and 
positive outlook.
   “Her cheery attitude 
really helps lift my spirits 
when I am up until 2 in 
the morning doing my 
homework,” said Nonie 
Carson, freshman. 
   Although Strickland 
works five days a week 
from 8 p.m. until 2 a.m., 
she said she has always 
been a night person. She 
worked the night shift for 
16 years at Abbott Labo-
ratories and, after taking 
early retirement, she said 
she feels comfortable and 
content working at the 
Nollen Café and interact-
ing with the students.
   “I enjoy work-
ing with the students,” 
Strickland said. “There is 
never a boring moment 
because I enjoy y’all 
every night.” 
   After working 
two years in the Café, 
Strickland revealed that 
her favorite items on the 
menu were: the Alpine 
Chicken Sandwich, salad 
and fruit cups, pizza 
bagel, and sushi. 
   Along with the food 
items that Strickland 
recommends, students 
also enjoy the milk-
shakes. Liz Abderholden, 
freshman, said, “Brenda 
is sweeter than the Oreo 
milkshakes, which are 
amazing.” 
   Raghav Murali, 
freshman, said, “She 
cooks the best pizza 
bagels,” which Brenda 
said are a favorite for 
students.
   Although some 
of her responsibilities 
include opening the Café, 
stocking and restocking 
the food supply, rinsing 
and cleaning utensils, her 
favorite part of her job is 
the students. “They make 
my day sweet and keep 
me young,” she said. 
   Strickland said 
she appreciated when 
students sang “Happy 
Birthday” to her on her 
birthday weekend, and 
said she students will, 
sometimes, chant her 
name when they are 
“feeling good.” 
   Strickland said she 
hopes she keeps students 
thinking positively dur-
ing their stressful nights 
with their studies. 
   “I just hope the best 
for all the students,” 
Strickland said,” because 
you are our future, so 
take care of yourselves.” 
   Strickland also 
hopes that she makes the 
students’ days with just a 
smile and warm greeting. 
   Michaelangelo Mon-
terroso, freshman, said 
Brenda makes him less 
stressed when it looks 
to be a long night. “She 
gives us inspiration from 
when the Café opens at 
8 p.m. until it closes at 2 
a.m.,” he said. 
Nollen residents 
feel the warmth of 
Brenda
LEAH SCULL
PROOF EDITOR
proof@lakeforest.edu
If you see one movie in 2008, see 
The Dark Knight.  But if you see two 
movies, see The Dark Knight and Bill 
Maher’s Religulous.  
The film was written and pro-
duced by Maher and directed by Larry 
Charles, better known as the director of 
Borat.  According to Maher, the title of 
the film is a portmanteau derived from 
the words “religion” and “ridiculous,” 
implying the satirical nature of the 
documentary that is meant to mock the 
concept of religion and the problems it 
brings about. 
Religulous starts with Maher recall-
ing his own confused religious upbring-
ing as a half Catholic, half Jew. He then 
sets about a whirlwind journey talking 
to the faithful about why he feels the 
world would be a better place if reli-
gious views were abandoned. 
First stop: A chapel for truckers 
housed in the back of a semi-trailer that 
becomes the unlikely site of a lively and 
candid discussion of Christianity.
Throughout the film, Maher travels 
all around the world interviewing dif-
ferent spiritual leaders from the curator 
of the Creation Museum in Petersburg, 
KY to a “reformed homosexual” who 
holds the archaic belief that gays can be 
turned straight after the right amount of 
religious therapy.  Interestingly enough, 
the film used the fake working title, “A 
Spiritual Journey,” in order to obtain 
interviews with religious leaders.  It 
was not until they showed up for the in-
terviews did the respondents know that 
Maher was in any way involved. 
Though Maher presents little 
groundbreaking or shocking new 
information in his documentary, he 
does point to some of the absurdities of 
organized religion, such as the Mormon 
belief that Native Americans are the 
descendents of an Israeli tribe, and thus 
basically lost Jews.  Even so, the most 
shocking part of the film was probably 
the scene in which Maher lights up a 
joint while in Amsterdam interviewing 
the founder of a Cannabis religion.
Maher does not comment on this 
idea directly, but there was one thing 
that I was turning around in my head 
as I sat in Highland Park’s premiere 
Landmark Theatre.  Many Americans 
exaggerate their religious views, believ-
ing that in order to be considered a 
morally upright and all-around “good” 
citizen, one should be a practicing 
Judeo-Christian.      
Maher is genuinely concerned with 
getting the message out that nothing 
good really comes from the illogic of 
faith entering into the ought-to-be-ratio-
nal world of politics. He mentions those 
16% of Americans who are openly 
non-religious and points to the fact that 
this growing demographic currently 
outnumbers Jews and even African-
Americans.  
In the final monologue of the film, 
Maher urges those agnostics and 
atheists to have the courage to make 
their beliefs public to their friends and 
family.  Maher believes that as long as 
those atheists remain in the closet, then 
their true voice can never be heard in 
the political realm, leaving room for re-
ligionists to have undue influence over 
the country.  So don’t let your voices 
remain silent. 
We’re here…we’re atheists…get 
used to it.
Religulous invades  
Highland Park cinema
Photo Courtesy of www.nagornyy.com
Sunshine after dark: The 
post-election celebration
Movies! Movies! Movies!
JOHN TERMAAT
COPY CHIEF
copy@lakeforest.edu
Barack Obama’s election day 
rally held in Grant Park on Tuesday 
was a spectacle of hope and 
excitement in Chicago.  A sense 
of community flourished in the 
streets of the Loop, where Obama 
signs and t-shirts were plentiful, 
and musicians sat on street corners 
playing anything from drums to 
accordions.  Peddlers walked the 
streets with carts full of Obama 
paraphernalia, promoting their 
wares to the crowds passing by.  
Nehran Malko-Odisha, who was 
watching the rally from inside the 
ticketed area of the event, summed 
up the excitement well: “We’re 
going to party like it’s 1999,” she 
said.
For Rose Mary Day, who was 
also mingling in the rally crowd, 
the rally itself was the 
celebration.  “I’m excited 
for everybody,” she 
said.  “I’m excited for the 
country, I’m excited for 
all young people—it’s 
electrifying.  Chicago is 
the center of the earth 
right now.”
For others, Obama’s 
speech was just the 
beginning of the 
celebration.  After the 
rally ended, supporters 
spilled out into the streets, 
where shouting, chanting, 
and high-fiving strangers 
was commonplace.  
On Michigan Avenue, 
The Stentor asked four 
Obama supporters, who 
were chanting loudly 
for Obama, what they 
were going to do to celebrate.  
“Cheer for [Obama] and bask in 
the togetherness of this great city,” 
one replied.  Another of the four 
chanters added, “We’re going to 
utilize our democratic power, and 
express ourselves under the Barack 
presidency.  And then we’re going 
to meet up with our friends and 
drink some wine.”
And they weren’t the only ones 
who planned to party.  We asked a 
group of college students what they 
would do, and got a similar answer.  
“I’m going to get drunk,” one said.  
“I’m joking… But not really.”  They 
all agreed on the positive feeling of 
unity in the city on that night.  “It 
feels like I’m on top of the world,” 
a girl said.  “And everyone’s happy.  
And we should all be singing songs 
and joining hands right now.”
For others, like one Chicago 
couple The Stentor spoke to, the end 
of the election meant it was time to 
relax.  “I’m probably going to, like, 
put a pizza in the oven and open a 
beer,” the gentleman said.  “I was 
thinking maybe peanut butter and 
jelly,” said his lady friend.  
Amanda Ranftel, a high school 
student, had class at 6:45 the next 
morning, but that wasn’t going 
to quell her excitement.  “I’m not 
doing my homework,” she said.  
“This is part of history—this is 
worth getting an F in history for 
one day.  I’ll just sleep during 
my government class tomorrow, 
and then I’ll tell my teacher that 
I was here, and that this was my 
government—for the week.”
For most Obama supporters, 
celebration was limited to parties at 
home or just getting back into the 
daily routine of life.  But for some, 
Obama’s victory meant it was time 
to hit the bars.
In Streeter’s Tavern near the 
Loop, The Stentor talked to 
Bridget M., who, like Obama, hails 
from Chicago’s South Side.  She 
wanted to get out of the house and 
celebrate with other supporters.  
“It’s a very historic event,” she 
said, emphasizing the importance 
to her in the African-American 
community.  “This is a great day 
in history for me.  This is what 
all my ancestors have fought for.  
It’s a new day.”  Summing up her 
feelings, she said, “Sunshine, this is 
sunshine for me.”
Additional reporting by Leah Scull
Photo by Katherine Lymn
Above, revelers gather along the sides 
and the median of Michigan Avenue.
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Arrogance
JOHN TERMAAT, Copy Chief
EDITORIAL OBSERVER / KYLE P. MEREDITH ‘09
I’ve got a golden ticket
Shifting demographics decide election
I feel guilty enough to not attempt to 
pass judgment on those who saw their 
ticket as a gateway to carnal gratification. 
“
“
Take  your straw 
and shovel it
“That’s real cool”
This economic crisis is 
really affecting our zeitgeist. 
Before the crisis, things were 
not exactly looking great for 
our nation, but at least the spirit 
of times drove us forward. 
Now I am reading articles that 
use Coldplay’s Vida la Vita as a 
theme of economic collapse; and 
watching a South Park episode 
about Cartman having nightmares 
about the Chinese taking over the 
U.S.  To sum up my feeling, what 
the hell happened to our country?
During the last century, the 
United States with its economic 
strength won two world wars 
and a cold war. The advanced 
abilities of our technology 
launched rockets that reached the 
Moon. Our citizens, because of 
their high productivity, enjoyed 
a living standard second to 
none. Today, however, such 
things no longer seem possible.
It is easy to blame politicians 
for our current problems. 
Depending on your politics, 
either the Neo-Cons bankrupted 
the middle class, or the socialism 
of the Far Left gave the inherently 
corrupt Federal Government too 
much control of our economy. Or 
we can always blame those fat 
cats on Wall Street who, because 
of their greed, put this country 
on loan for their own profit. 
I think, however, the real blame 
is with us. We lost the spirit that 
drove American innovation and 
replaced it with complacency. 
Where is that arrogance that 
this country is so well known for? 
The arrogance to take on 
the impossible is American.
Richard A. O’Neill ‘12
My favorite sarcastic expression 
is: ‘cause that’s real cool.’ 
As an American, I love irony 
and sarcasm.  I am usually a 
fanatic of the subtle irony that 
people accomplish by setting up 
a situation in which the people 
around represent the famous 
partakers in some well-known 
historical event such as Manifest 
Destiny or The War of 1812. 
Nevertheless, I can’t resist 
hearing the song of the witty 
one-liners that always include 
an ambiguous adverb such as 
‘so’ or ‘real.’  For example, some 
students on campus say, “my life’s 
so great,” or “yeah, that speaker 
was really just so amazing.”
Despite my admiration 
of sarcasm, it really sucks 
because it inhibits other really 
cool things in life such as real 
assertions and actual emotions. 
Sarcasm inhibits real, actual 
conversation.  When someone 
conveys true emotion, reason, 
or character, and I don’t agree 
with it or take it seriously, then 
I say something stupid like, 
‘yeah because that will work’ or 
‘yeah, because that worked for 
the Native Americans.’  I stray 
from refuting my interlocutor’s 
assertions, make fun of it, and I 
don’t point the flaws that I observe.
Honestly, sarcasm is no 
longer useful for argument or 
mere conversation.  Irony and 
Sarcasm are overused in the 
United States, and they are now 
merely verbal entertainment. 
There are really huge, 
detrimental, life-threatening 
consequences that come with 
constant sarcasm.  When 
examining an ironic decision, 
I have to be conscious of what 
occurs before me.  Next, I analyze 
the situation.  If I analyze every 
situation – expecting it to be 
ironic or sarcastic – then I make 
a conscious decision to accept 
the occurrence and laugh or get 
the expression.  Hence, if I watch 
a real person, being for-real-
serious, then I must also make the 
conscious decision to accept their 
seriousness.  This idea means that 
I trust no one for who they are, 
and I always think that people 
are acting or being sarcastic.
I say all of this stuff about 
sarcasm, but – honestly – 
next time you hear someone 
seriously speaking from their 
emotional heart about something 
good, effective, and powerful, 
try not to say, ‘you do love 
Cheerios,’ ‘I really like you,’ 
‘you are so smart,’ or ‘you do 
look skinny in those jeans.’
Paul Henne ‘11
    Raise Your Voice
If you haven’t noticed… 
the past few weeks Letters to 
the Editor section has been 
dominated by the editors. 
This is not our attempt to 
monopolize the Opinions section 
and impose our views on all 
of our readers. Rather, this is 
what needs to be done due to 
the lack of apparent interest of 
students on campus. Maybe I 
am wrong… at least I hope so. 
I do hope that students on 
campus care about issues and 
want to fix problems they come 
across, however, I cannot help 
but notice the lack of students 
willing to share their opinion.
The Stentor is the most 
widely circulated publication on 
campus. It is the most powerful 
tool for non-GA students 
to have their voices heard. 
If you have an opinion 
on something, instead  of 
complaining to your 
friends,  write to The Stentor.
Annie Cooper ‘11
Maybe I’ve missed the boat on 
this one, but I don’t think that the 
South Campus volleyball pit has 
been designated as the new College 
pigsty.  I think that the bales and 
bales of loose hay that litter the 
sand is the result of somebody 
shirking their responsibility. 
 I vaguely recall something 
about a muddy tug of war being 
hosted by the Alpha Phi sorority, 
which sounds like a perfectly 
wholesome and team-building 
activity.  But I also recall that 
part of the whole sorority gig is 
performing community service, 
and not cleaning up after 
yourself does not fit the bill.
True, if the event was indeed a 
muddy tug of war, the straw was 
probably too wet to clean up right 
away, but the mess has been there 
for at least a few weeks now, which 
is plenty of time to have dried out. 
Alpha Phi is ignoring a perfect 
team-building opportunity, a day to 
clean up their own mess!   
This would be an ideal exercise 
to show the campus that Greek 
organizations aren’t social 
parasites, but rather genuine 
organizations that are responsible 
to their host communities. 
But I think I’m being overly 
optimistic. What ‘s more likely 
to happen is that FacMan will be 
stuck cleaning up the mess, wasting 
an afternoon shoveling hay into 
a dumpster when their services 
can be better utilized looking 
after our dorms and classrooms. 
I don’t mean to single out Alpha 
Phi or its members as irresponsible 
citizens of the community, 
only that they’re the most 
recent example of individuals 
disregarding the social contract. 
Turn on the lights? Shut them 
off when you’re done. Use the 
toilet? Flush the damn thing. 
See somebody littering? Tell 
them that it’s unacceptable. 
There are countless instances 
of thoughtless behavior 
everyday, and every individual 
shares a little blame sometimes 
for not doing their part to 
improve their community. 
But when we don’t speak out 
against unacceptable behavior 
or strive to live justly, we end up 
losing respect for ourselves and 
our collective dignity suffers as a 
result. In this age of globalization, 
dehumanizing technology, and 
‘virtual’ social interactions, 
our remaining community ties 
need all the help they can get. 
 
Lubko Berezowsky ‘09
As an enterprising young 
capitalist, and as someone in 
need of money to pay for things 
like the LSAT so that I too may 
join the good ol’ boys club one 
day and therefore not need more 
money, I saw my extra ticket 
to the Barack Obama speech 
in Grant Park as a magical 
opportunity for fiscal gain. 
I heard rumors on Sunday 
about people selling their extra 
tickets for as much $1500; as 
I hummed “I’ve Got a Golden 
Ticket,” I put my ticket up for 
sale on that last Wild West-like 
outpost of the Internet, craigslist.
com. 
In the interest of social 
experimentation, I put up 
two ads. The first was a no-
questions-asked, $100 sale 
price offer. The second was for 
$300, but included a sob story 
about how I was a starving 
college student, and how people 
shouldn’t judge me for whoring 
myself for money.
Within about twenty minutes 
of posting both, the offers began 
to roll in. The rumors about 
tickets going for thousands was 
untrue, but nonetheless, I was 
offered monetary compensation 
ranging from $25 to $125, and 
various other odd offers.
The $100 ad attracted the 
most attention. The first offer 
I received was for $100, and 
included the reasoning that $100 
was a fair price, given that the 
person had donated heavily to 
various Democratic races- this 
person eventually won the 
contest.
Some of the offers became 
more interesting. For instance, 
one fellow told me that he had 
no intention of paying more 
than $25, and that I should be 
ashamed of myself were I to 
not offer the ticket to him at 
that price- he lost. A British 
gentleman claiming to be a 
Labour Party activist offered me 
$100 and dinner. My favorite 
offer by far, however, came 
from a United flight attendant, 
who offered me a free round trip 
ticket and her “company.” This 
was accompanied with a link to 
her MySpace pictures.
The $300 ad got far fewer 
responses. Nonetheless, some 
were amusing. One person 
offered me the equivalent of 
$300 in CDs, DVDs, and MP3 
players; I’m sure all of it had 
recently fallen off the back 
of a truck. Another person, 
responding to the nugget about 
me being a starving college 
student, offered to buy me 
groceries; I’m sure they thought 
that any cash would be spent 
on whiskey, and that they were 
therefore doing me (and my 
liver) a favor. 
The friendly British activist 
also sent an offer to the $300 
ad, once again offering cash and 
a “celebration dinner.” There 
was also an implicit offer of 
“company.”
I wasn’t the only one offered 
company, although many on 
craigslist actively sought it. I 
read an article in the Chicago 
Tribune on Monday about sellers 
like me. Apparently, some 
ticketholders actually asked for 
dates instead of money. One 
ticketholder said payment would 
be a guaranteed drink before 
the rally and a guaranteed drink 
after. Yet another asked for each 
bidder to send pictures, and that 
those bidders who were neither 
female nor between the ages of 
21 and 29 need not apply. 
Have we commodified 
history? What happened last 
night was indeed historical, and 
everyone knew in advance that 
whether Obama won or not, 
the speech would be historical. 
And yet, we took this rare 
opportunity to be a part of 
history and sold it for money 
or MP3 players or sex. We all 
wanted to have our cake and eat 
it too, and we all largely did. I 
saw the speech, and I’m now 
also $100 richer. Others asked 
for far more money and got it. 
What the hell is wrong with us?  
I can only speak for myself, 
obviously. I need the money, so 
I don’t feel so bad about it. It’s 
going to a good cause, namely 
helping me to become a more 
educated and productive citizen. 
At the same time, though, I feel 
guilty enough to not attempt to 
pass judgment on those who 
saw their ticket as a gateway to 
carnal gratification. 
We are products of the 
system that made us. Perhaps it 
is because of the last eight years 
that I have started the next four 
in a semi-despicable way. After 
all, were the government to 
help more generously with the 
costs of advanced education, I 
wouldn’t need to whore myself 
out; then again, I might just be 
telling myself that to feel better. 
The commodification of 
anything and everything is a 
trend worth examining. That 
being said, I’m $100 richer, so, 
for this week at least, I’ll let it 
slide. 
 The election this past Tuesday was indeed historic, both in voter turnout and in 
the result since America has elected its first African-American President. 
The 2000 and 2004 elections tarnished the act of voting for many, but this year’s 
election  seems to have rejuvenated the institution of voting itself. Voters are once again 
proud to carry out their civic responsibility, and citizens from both sides of the political 
spectrum turned out in great numbers to make their voices heard.
African-American voters came out in much higher numbers than in years past, 
and while the sought-after 18-29 year-old demographic only improved its turnout 
marginally (at least according to the first batch of exit poll analyses), this is a step in 
the right direction.
Is this a one-time event? Some pundits argue that African-American voters are 
energized solely by President-elect Obama’s race, while others argue that age has been 
a factor. Additionally, the poor state of the economy has been cited as one of the factors 
driving voters to the polls. 
College students have been motivated by the unstable job market that they anticipate 
entering, and by the fact that college and a post-graduate education are becoming 
increasingly expensive. 
Another factor that may have influenced turnout, at least on the Democratic side of 
the aisle, was the tone of the election. Democrats in 2004 were not always pro-Kerry; a 
significant number were just anti-Bush. This did not breed loyalty to Kerry, and voters 
became disinterested with the process.
Not so in 2008. This election featured millions of proud and enthusiastic Obama 
supporters. There were also pro-Clinton primary voters taking sides with the fellow 
Democrat, Obama’s campaign, as well as some anti-conservative and anti-McCain 
voters. In this campaign, people voted positively for their views instead of voting 
against a candidate.
The Stentor is more optimistic, however. Over the course of this election cycle, we 
have noticed changing cultural trends that seem to have made voting more appealing 
for the younger generation.
One needs only remember the 2004 election to see how voting culture has changed. 
In the wake of John Kerry’s loss to George W. Bush, musicians Eminem and P. Diddy 
both caught flak for their unsuccessful efforts to encourage youth voters to participate, 
as did the bands that contributed to the “Rock Against Bush” project. 
Once the 2008 election cycle began, however, the paradigm shifted, suddenly 
transforming voting into something hip. Spin Magazine encouraged its readers to vote 
through their editorials, and Adult Swim, the late-night component of Cartoon Network 
marketed almost exclusively to the 18-29 demographic, featured regular messages 
encouraging voting in the weeks leading up to the election. These mark a serious 
departure from previous election cycles.
So much for the apathy of Millennials.
You’re an idiot. You are a 
troglodyte of a human, and 
I hope you enjoy my cell 
phone, room key, student ID, 
lip gloss, and packet of gum, 
you irredeemable imbecile. You 
snatched those things out of 
a $500 coat, so nice thievery. 
You took things with a total 
value of $0 to you, yet this excuse 
for human behavior cost me $275. 
Who raised you? It was not 
wolves, surely, because wolves 
have a sense of decorum. 
I’m bewildered by your clear 
blindness when it comes to value, 
because thieves should know 
how to steal, at least. Don’t, 
however, try to 
learn the meaning 
of value by 
looking anywhere 
near your mirror. 
You will not 
find it there.
I hate you. I want 
you to die. I want 
you to do it soon. 
Oprah and Jesus 
believe in the power 
of forgiveness, but thief: I do not. 
I believe in the power of 
hatred, resentment, and disgust 
in humanity. The idea that I 
attend school with you, or at least 
with someone who let you into 
the party, shatters my tenuous 
grip on existential satisfaction. 
You are someone who saw 
a coat in a corner and emptied 
its contents simply because 
you’re stupid. I want a ghost 
to haunt your house, or the box 
you call a house, or just a box 
that you have no name for since 
you haven’t mastered even 
rudimentary Standard English. 
I have never stolen anything, 
and I would never steal 
anything. Stealing is for 
losers. It’s just embarrassing, 
really, what a loser you are. 
My phone was tiny. It was the 
size of a matchbook, and its retail 
value hovers near $30. I loved 
my little phone. Her name was 
Helen Keller. But guess what, 
filth? AT&T does not sell that 
phone anymore, so the only thing 
you got out of the deal is every 
contact I have acquired over my 
21 years of non-thievery, every 
sweet or witty little text message 
any attractive boy or lovely 
friend has ever sent me, and 
pictures of my beautiful horse. 
Now I have a Blackberry Pearl, 
and its shiny chrome exterior 
mocks my loss of sentimental 
trinkets. The gold umbrella 
keychain my room key lives on 
was a gift from my best friend, 
and it was not expensive, you 
cretin. You can’t use my ID, 
because I turned it off. The shade 
of ballerina pink lip gloss you 
took looks terrible on idiots, 
losers, and marginals. It will 
wash out your dull, acne-ridden 
complexion even more than video 
games and denial of sunlight. 
So why did you do it? Ah, 
how naïve of me; a motive is a 
human idea. Lowly creatures 
and beasts of the dirt need no 
motive to pillage and snatch. 
If you had taken money from 
me, this would be different, 
garbage face. If you had taken 
money, I would have been mad, 
but I would have understood 
why. It would have made sense. 
This, however, sends me into 
a frothing rage because of its 
utter pointlessness. 
You are simple, 
and you are crude, 
and it breaks my 
heart to know that 
you cannot read 
this letter, because 
you are a goblin 
faced lunkhead who 
only knows words 
for demanding 
food and shelter. 
I bet you have crooked 
teeth and an abrasive laugh. 
I curse you, and I hope your 
dull, bloodshot eyes fall out of 
your rotting face for the ants 
to eat and feed to their queen.
Love,
Mary Volk
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An open letter to the “person” who stole everything    
out of my coat pockets at the All Campus Party
Have something on your mind? 
Write to the Stentor!!
Send submissions to:
Opinions@lfc.edu
ANDREW VAN HERIK
COLUMNIST
vanheah@lakeforest.edu
Racism’s role in the Obama Campaign
MARY VOLK
COLUMNIST
volkmk@lakeforest.edu
“
“ Oprah and Jesus believe in the power of forgiveness, but thief: I do 
not. I believe in the power of hatred, 
resentment, and disgust in humanity.
Religion... Count me out
SAM HERSCHER
CONTRIBUTOR
herscse@lakeforest.edu
“Sam I love you, but you’re 
going to hell, and I don’t want 
to see that happen to you.” 
These were the words spoken 
to me this past summer by a 
friend in the hope that I would 
cease my blasphemous ways 
and see the light. Just what was 
the light exactly? His religion.
The light could not be what 
you or I believe, or what our 
parents believe; it must be what 
he believes. Very clearly our 
beliefs conflicted somewhat 
and he felt the need to save my 
immortal soul from damnation.
I am not by any means 
advocating one religion over any 
other. If he or anyone else has 
found a belief system that he, 
you, or they believe in, please 
believe. It is a wonderful feeling 
to know that what one believes in 
wholeheartedly this early in life, 
but my simple request, however, 
is to please leave me out of it.
I understand that this person 
said the things they did because 
of a perceived compassion for 
me, and that he was doing right 
by his beliefs. The only thing 
that he was successful at doing 
though was heightening my 
desire to be anywhere but there. 
I think that it is wonderful 
to have a religion of any kind. 
Humans have tended to operate 
to their full potential through 
religious motivation. How are 
we to know who is correct?.
Consider this: “1500 years ago 
everyone knew that the world 
was the center of the universe. 
500 years ago everyone knew 
the earth was flat…Think what 
we’ll know tomorrow.” While 
the source of the thought may not 
be completely traditional, a 1997 
Will Smith movie, for example, 
the thought behind it remains 
the same. Think of all the things 
that we know to be true, and 
how wrong we have and can be.
Please tell me what you believe, 
I honestly want to know. I even 
want to know why you believe 
what you do, I’m sure that you 
have wonderful reasons. Please 
keep in mind though that I may 
not share your experiences and 
reasons, and therefore may not 
have the capacity to share your 
beliefs just as you may not 
have the capacity to share mine.
I say that we should embrace 
our own individuality. I want to 
learn about other beliefs and live 
together with people different 
than me. I do not want to convert 
other people, I want to live with 
them; I expect the same in return.
Modern science is at a critical 
juncture when it comes to ge-
netics. The relatively new study 
holds the promise of defeating 
disease and improving under-
standing of biological function. 
But we must proceed carefully 
with the study of genetics because 
it is such a fundamental area of 
research with far-reaching and 
poorly understood consequences. 
For example, much of the pro-
cessed food that we eat in the 
United States contains some 
form of genetically modified 
grain. High fructose corn syrup, 
derived from GM corn, is so 
ubiquitous as to no longer raise 
anyone’s concern. Yet the ef-
fects of long-term consumption 
of corn syrup have not been ad-
equately researched. Perhaps this 
helps to explain the explosion of 
obesity among Americans since 
corn syrup has been introduced. 
(A view not supported by the 
Corn Refiners Association, which 
claims  that corn  syrup is just as 
harmless in moderation  as sugar). 
While GM grain and foodstuffs 
are widely grown in the United 
States, Europe and much of the 
rest of the world do not allow 
the import or cultivation of GM 
crops.  They claim that there is 
too little data to establish the safe-
ty of such crops, and they rely on 
traditional farm mechanization 
to raise yields and productivity. 
On the other hand, the Federal 
Food and Drug Administration 
has given the green light to GM 
products entering the food chain 
which results in new genetic vari-
ations of meats, grains and fruits 
being commercialized everyday. 
Researchers claim that they 
can improve the taste, color, 
of foodstuffs through genetic 
modification, but this manipula-
tion may also result in decreased 
nutritional value. Random mu-
tations also add a level of un-
certainty to the consumption 
of GM foods, especially in the 
long-term. It makes sense to put 
in place regulatory safeguards 
prevent a rush to commercial-
ize such unproven technologies. 
Another consequence of genet-
ic research may be the discrimi-
nation and marginalization of 
“inferior” stock groups.  If genes 
associated with heart disease or 
breast cancer are isolated, it will 
be possible to test individuals to 
see if they have the proclivity for 
these diseases. They could be 
denied medical insurance based 
on this information and experi-
ence a decreased level of care. 
Current laws do not protect 
against workplace discrimina-
tion based on genetic makeup, 
and it is not beyond reason to 
see a future world in the mold of 
GATTACA, the movie in 
which everyone’s role in 
life is predetermined at birth 
based on genetic makeup.
At the same time, isolating such 
genes may be very profitable for 
research companies by offering 
cosmetic services to the wealthy. 
“Designer babies” are one ex-
ample of how gene therapy can 
be used to cater to non-essential 
tastes, like picking hair color or 
specifying height and body type, 
or perhaps a genetic variant mar-
keted as a replacement for Botox 
for thousands of dollars a dose.
Of course, the scientific research 
of genes and commercialization 
of the results are two separate 
questions to address. Research 
into genetics is the next frontier 
of science and will inevitably 
advance, likely producing medi-
cal and biological breakthroughs. 
However, we must be cau-
tious when seeking the ben-
efits of genetic modification. 
We  must be especially cau-
tious about commercializing 
this research and understand-
ing  its enormous implications.
LUBKO BEREZOWSKY
OPINIONS EDITOR
opinions@lakeforest.edu
Carefully managing the genetic revolution
The following article appeared in last week’s Stentor in error without 
columns. It has been reprinted this week in its original form.
We apologize for any inconvenience.
Barack Obama was born in 
Hawaii in 1961 to a Kenyan 
father and a Kansan mother. 
He is the result of an interracial 
marriage of two people from 
two of the most disparate parts 
of this Earth. His very bloodline 
represents diversity and unity. 
Not many decades ago, he would 
be not just the Other feared by 
White America, but, worse, 
the dirty mixed with the pure, 
a weakening of the white race. 
That ugly, despicable perception 
of mixed-race is not dead in 
America, just much smaller and 
quieter. The fear of the other 
is alive and well, and that is 
what Obama faces in office, 
that feeling that people who are 
different are also frightening and 
dangerous, or even suspicious. 
Of course, we’ve seen that 
philosophy in full force in this 
election, as the GOP sought to 
paint Obama as everything from a 
black militant to a radical Islamist, 
with a little elitism thrown in for 
good measure. It was a message 
of “he is not like you, and you 
should be worried about that.” 
Like most arguments, this one 
is not new. Slavery and Jim Crow 
laws were based on this fear. Fear 
put crude racial stereotypes of 
the Native Americans, Mexicans, 
Germans, Russians, Japanese, 
and more into the pages of our 
most popular newspaper cartoon 
sections. It placed millions of 
Japanese citizens into camps 
during WWII, millions of blacks 
and white sympathizers into jails 
throughout the 20th century, and 
an unknown yet growing number 
of Muslim civilians (mostly of 
the easily recognizable Arab 
variety) into unmarked graves, 
ceremonial processions, legal 
POW custody, and secret illegal 
torturous prisons. The terrorists 
of 9/11 attacked us for our 
hypocrisy and their religious 
ideology, and we profiled and 
attacked Muslim citizens because 
they looked like those terrorists. 
When that crazy-haired lady 
said that Obama was an Arab, 
and John McCain replied, 
in sincere defense, “No. No, 
ma’am. He’s a decent family 
man [and] citizen that I just 
happen to have disagreements 
with on fundamental issues,” 
that’s a sign of this Otherness. 
If his response is a flub, McCain 
never apologized, if it’s what he 
thinks, it’s a sad example indeed. 
There are plenty of decent Arab 
men with families. McCain, even 
in trying to defend his opponent, 
implied otherwise. But what is 
more alarming is the lack of public 
outrage at McCain. The story 
was carried as another example 
of how stupid people react to 
rhetoric and lies to the point 
where McCain had to intervene, 
not as what it was: a truly 
disrespectful and xenophobic 
response that should be reason for 
a media blitz on McCain, based 
on the far tamer reasons we’ve 
seen for such media attention. 
Meanwhile, Obama has, 
perhaps wisely, avoided saying 
what we all know he should: “I 
am, myself, not of the Muslim 
faith, but if I was, that would 
not change the legitimacy of 
my candidacy, my decency, or 
my patriotism.” In both cases, 
explicitly or implicitly, Arabs and 
Muslims become Others, and the 
media doesn’t carry that story. 
Our country could probably use 
a Muslim president, or at least 
senator, but as that landmark 
steadily approaches, Obama’s 
presidency is remarkable still. He 
is proof that the American Dream 
applies to more than just the 
Jimmy Stewart crowd of old. Mr. 
Obama has come to Washington, 
and, probably, won the most 
powerful position in the world 
because he is a great politician, 
a great man, and his words and 
actions grabbed the majority 
of people in the electorate, no 
matter the color of their skin. 
Things will change under 
Obama. The marginalized will 
finally have a non-surrogate 
voice in the Whitehouse. LBJ 
and Kennedy were instrumental 
in the civil rights movement, but 
one was distracted by Vietnam 
and the other killed for his 
bravery. Clinton did a lot for the 
black community, but he fell far 
short. Bush can speak Spanish. 
Obama enters a world of two 
wars, a global financial crisis, 
and a serious class problem. 
His role will be to not support 
only black struggle, but a far 
grander one of understanding 
the complex world around us, 
finally giving voice to all races of 
the poor, struggling, and vilified. 
Racism is a loaded, perhaps 
unfair, word to characterize any 
American stance or action, by 
a civilian or our government. 
It is more accurate to speak to 
this fear of the different, of the 
other. The very label of “terror” 
on our enemies serves this 
goal, making war about fear, 
not thoughtful decisions, about 
destroying monsters, not trying 
to understand fellow human 
beings. We cannot treat terrorism 
like communism. It is attached 
to no specific state, no specific 
belief. It is a mixture of political 
and religious extremism in a 
culture of poverty and neglect. 
I hope (the word of the hour) 
that Obama understands this. 
This presidency will go 
down in history no matter how 
successful Obama is. The amount 
of expectation placed upon him 
in these times of woe would 
overwhelm the bravest man, but 
maybe he is better than that man. 
Even if he is only mediocre, or 
only good, or even has a few 
failures, he does have a cushion 
of newness. That cushion will 
not save us from ruin in battle, 
finance, or industry, though. 
Everyone voting for Obama, I 
think, has my same conviction. 
Barack Obama can be a 
transformational, definitive 
president in our history, and his 
blackness is just a small part of 
that. He is not to be feared, but 
revered. He is the new America. 
“Heard on Campus”
“It’s probably a good thing that they postponed the       
construction because they don’t have the money.”
              Alex Moisi ‘10
“Even though I’m not on any teams, I’m disappointed 
that construction stopped. The Sports Center is one of the 
things that attracted me to come to LFC.”    
 
     Robin Graber ‘12
“I think the postponement is great because they shouldn’t 
be rebuilding the Sports Center in the first place. What 
we really need is a new theater building to replace Hixon 
Hall.” 
     Victoria Jeans ‘09
“I’m a bit surprised. It is obviously not the students’ fault, 
but trouble with the school’s finances, but I would 
definitely use it more if they expanded the space.” 
     Cheng Yu ‘12
The groundbreaking for construction on the Sports Center 
has been postponed until 2009. 
What do you think of the delay in construction? 
Sports
15  Athlete of the Week:  Katie Rice 
Year: Senior
Position: Forward
Height: 5’8”
Hometown: Centennial, Colo.
High School: Eaglecrest
- information courtesy of Mike Wajerski, SID. 
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It’s redundant to point out 
that the NBA has globalized 
faster than any other profes-
sional sports league in the 
entire world. The presence 
of international superstars, 
such as Yao Ming, Manu 
Ginobili, and Dirk Nowit-
zki, re-emphasizes that the 
stars of this league liter-
ally come from all corners 
of the earth. But that’s not 
why the NBA is simultane-
ously the most intellectu-
ally interesting and utterly 
absurd conglomeration of 
people this world has ever 
seen. 
The Houston Rockets 
are considered a title con-
tender in some circles of 
experts, they are also the 
embodiment of everything 
that makes the NBA the 
unequivocally entertaining 
force that it has become. 
The core players on the 
Rockets sound more like 
the quirky cast of MTV’s 
‘The Real World’ than an 
actual professional sports 
team.  
Indulge for a second 
in a description of argu-
ably their top four players. 
About one billion people in 
this world know Houston as 
Yao Ming’s team. Yao is a 
7’4 Chinese man. He has an 
excellent shooting touch, he 
rebounds, and blocks shots 
regularly. While he remains 
effective, he is plagued by 
his obvious passivity on the 
court.
His main partner in 
crime is Tracy “T-Mac” 
McGrady, this former all-
NBA performer was once 
the league’s leading scorer 
and was supposed to put 
the Rockets over the top. 
Instead, he manages to be 
injured just enough to keep 
them on the fringes of con-
tention, teasing with his 
out-of-this-world athleti-
cism and ability to pick up 
the emotion left behind by 
Yao. 
Next in line is Luis Sco-
la, the skilled Argentine big 
man who defines finesse. 
He shoots too well for 
someone his size and, like a 
professional soccer player, 
prefers insinuated to actual 
contact. 
Finally, our cast is com-
pleted by the most entertain-
ing athlete of our time: Ron 
Artest. He is certainly not 
passive. For those of you 
who don’t own a TV and 
have never seen the foot-
age, Ron Artest famously 
tried to fight 30,000 fans 
at the same time in Detroit 
one fateful night four years 
ago; this incident gained 
the illuminating moniker 
the “Malice at the Palace”. 
When they finally re-
moved him from the stands, 
the score was fans:1 Artest: 
70. Look into Artest’s eyes 
and then tell me the man 
doesn’t have the potential 
to hop right back into the 
stands and start swinging 
one more time. This season, 
on ‘Real World: Houston’, 
we have the befuddled for-
eigner, the fading star, the 
suave South American, and 
the potentially homicidal 
loony all locked up in one 
big happy locker room. 
This cast of characters 
is not one in a million ei-
ther. In Golden State, or 
Oakland to normal people, 
Stephen Jackson is consid-
ered the team’s emotional 
leader. About a year after 
Jackson followed Artest 
swinging into the first few 
rows during the aforemen-
tioned “Malice at the Pal-
ace”, Jackson was arrested 
in down town Indianapolis 
for attempting to run over 
someone with his SUV out-
side of a strip club after he 
failed to hit them with the 
first few shots he fired out 
of his gun. 
Apparently aggravated 
assault isn’t something 
NBA players go to jail for. 
And, just like his friends in 
Houston, Jackson starts in 
the same line up as Andris 
Biendrins. 
Biendrins is a 7’1 Lat-
vian who appears to have 
been cloned from Ivan Dra-
go. This is not to say that 
the NBA is without class 
either.   
In Utah, archetypal NBA 
tough-guy Carlos Boozer 
is flanked by the 7-foot ef-
feminate Turkish center 
Mehmet Okur. Boozer will 
knock an opponent to the 
ground for the ball, where-
as Okur likes to shoot free 
throws because he can fix 
his hair at the foul line. The 
NBA is home to all kinds. 
The stereotype here in 
the USA is that the NBA 
is filled with gang-bangers 
who make far too much 
money at a tender age. 
While this is in part true, 
Allen Iverson comes to 
mind, for every Iverson, 
Artest, and Jackson there is 
a Dwight Howard. 
Howard’s shoulders are 
so wide that they live in 
different time zones and he 
leads the league in dunks 
and emphatic scream of 
triumph. In his free time, 
Dwight Howard is a humble 
devout Christian who keeps 
to himself and focuses on 
playing basketball. 
The Portland Trailblaz-
ers have begun to take 
the reigns from the San 
Antonio Spurs and exem-
plify class throughout the 
league.           Bran-
don Roy, the team’s unas-
suming star, plays a solid 
fundamental game and he 
is complimented by the ef-
fervescence of their new 
Spanish spark plug Rudy 
Fernandez who plays like 
a pinball. Even the purest 
water contains some nasty 
elements and the NBA is 
no exception, but for all the 
ugliness there lies a com-
pelling study of the newly 
gloablized world. 
When people say that the 
NBA is a global game, they 
typically mean that you 
can find posters of LeBron 
James from Burlington, VT 
to Bhutan, but that’s not 
necessarily what makes it 
the world’s second most 
popular sporting league. 
It’s no longer just a league 
of Kobe, Shaq, and LeB-
ron, but a league with Pau 
Gasol, Yi Jianlian, and Da-
nillo Gallinari. 
The league doubles as 
the greatest sociology ex-
periment ever. What if you 
could take a German ath-
lete, place him on a team 
with a few people who 
grew up in underprivileged 
and potentially volatile 
situations, and pay them so 
much money that there was 
no financial hierarchy? Just 
ask the Dallas Mavericks, 
where a German-born ath-
lete, Dirk Nowitzki, plies 
his trade in the heart of 
cowboy country. 
The NBA takes risks in 
its globalization, it inad-
vertently imagines any and 
every social mismatch and 
allows it to happen. The 
control in this experiment 
is money, no one who plays 
in this league shops at Wal-
Mart by necessity. The vari-
ables are behavior. How will 
an 18-year old Italian react 
to the pressures of playing 
under the microscope of the 
New York media? Can the 
Chicago Bulls mix young 
and old into success? 
More importantly, can 
the serenity of Yao quell the 
ticking time bomb known 
as Ron Artest? There’s only 
one way to find out for sure, 
tune in as this season’s ab-
surdity unfolds. 
 Lake Forest College women’s soccer player Katie Rice was named 
Forester Athlete of the Week of Thursday, October 30th, for her performance 
in a pair of victories from the previous weekend, October 25th-26th. 
 Rice, a senior midfielder, scored to put the Foresters ahead 2-1 early 
in the second half of the team’s 3-2 triumph at Grinnell College on Saturday. 
Lake Forest scored again less than eight minutes later and surrendered a goal 
with 2:24 to play in the game but held on for the victory.
 The Foresters also defeated visiting Beloit College 1-0 on Sunday 
and Rice kicked in the game’s only goal with 22:33 to play in the contest. It 
was her fourth score and team-high third game-winning goal of the season.
 Rice ranks second on the team with nine points this year. She has 
scored 22 times in her four years at the College and ranks tied-for-15th in 
team history with 53 career points.
 #
Forester Schedule
NOTE: home athletic events in red
7th
11:00: Women’s Soccer vs. Carroll University 
  (MWC Conference Tournament)
6:30: Swimming & Diving vs. Carthage College
7:30: Men’s Hockey vs. St.John’s University
8th
12:00: Women’s Soccer  vs. TBD 
 (MWC Conference Tournament)
1:00: Football vs. Carroll University
2:00: Swim. & Diving vs. Monmouth College 
7:00: Women’s Hockey vs. St. Mary’s University
7:30: Men’s Hockey vs. Concordia - Moorhead
9th
2:00: Women’s Hockey vs  University of St. Thomas
12th
7:30: Men’s Hockey (JV) vs. Loyola University
Recent Results
11/2
Men’s soccer vs. Monmouth College: 1-1 (2OT)
Women’s soccer vs. Monmouth College: 3-2
11/1
Men’s hockey vs.  Gustavus Adolphus: 1-6
Women’s hockey vs. Chatham University: 5-0 
Men’s s&D vs. Carroll University: 44-41
Men’s s&d vs. Ripon College: 38-61
Women’s s&D vs. Ripon College: 56-44
Women’s s&d vs. St. Norbert College: 71-26
Men’s soccer vs. Illinois College: 3-4
Football vs. Knox College: 27-38 
Volleyball vs. Ripon College: 0-3 
Women’s soccer vs. Illinois College: 1-0
Men’s xc @ MWC Championship: 9th 
Women’s XC @ MWC Championship: 8th
10/31
  
Men’s hockey vs. St. Olaf College: 1-7
